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Feb. 20, 1996
CHAMPION OF WOMEN, MINORITIES SPEAKS AT UM 
MISSOULA ~
A nationally known feminist and civil rights activist will visit The University of 
Montana—Missoula campus next week to launch Women's History Month and cap Black History 
Month celebrations.
Patricia Williams, professor at Columbia University School of Law in New York, will talk 
about her most recent book, "The Rooster's Egg," at a 3:40 p.m. Philosophy Forum Tuesday,
Feb. 27, in Law Building Room 204. Williams will discuss "A Journey of Law: From Slavery to 
the Present" at 8 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 28, in the Urey Lecture Hall. Both events are free and 
open to the public.
Williams penned an earlier book, "The Alchemy of Race and Rights: Diary of a Law 
Professor," which was named one of the 25 best books of 1991 by the Voice Literary Supplement 
and hailed as one of the "feminist classics of the last 20 years" that "literally changed women's 
lives" in Ms. Magazine’s Twentieth Anniversary Edition in 1992.
A graduate of Wellesley College and Harvard Law School, Williams has served on the 
faculties of Golden Gate University School of Law, the University of Wisconsin School of Law, 
Harvard University Women’s Studies Program and the City University of New York Law School 
at Queens College. She has held fellowships at the School of Criticism and Theory at Dartmouth 
College, the Humanities Research Institute of the University of California at Irvine and the Center
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for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences at Stanford University.
Williams serves on the board of the National Organization for Women Legal Defense and 
Education Fund. She has been a member of the Board of Governors for the Society of American 
Law Teachers, the Board of Advisors for the Center for Constitutional Rights and the Board of 
Editors for "Signs: A Journal of Women in Culture and History."
Before entering academia. Williams practiced law as a consumer advocate and deputy city- 
attorney for Los Angeles and as a staff attorney for the Western Center on Law and Poverty.
Williams has appeared on national radio and television shows, including All Things 
Considered,” "Talk of the Nation," "Today" and "MacNeil-Lehrer News Hour." She has served 
as a consultant and coordinator for a host of public interest lawsuits.
Her UM visit is sponsored by the Women’s Studies Program, the College of Arts and 
Sciences, the School of Law, the Diversity Council and the African-American Student Association.
m
Contact: Virginia Carmichael, UM Department of English. 243-2138; Bill Chaloupka, UM 
Department of Environmental Studies, 243-6111; Tom Huff, Department of Philosophy, 243-2268; 
Bari Burke, UM law school, 243-4252; and Colleen Hunter, Women’s Studies Program, 243-2584.
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